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The Scientist Emeritus Program has been an important component of the USGS Geology 

Discipline since its inception in 1986.  A report on the status of Scientist Emeritus contributions 

to USGS Geology research and recommendations for strengthening Scientist Emeritus 

participation was released in 2006, 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/downloads/Scientist%20Emeritus%20Program%20Review%2

0Final%20Report.pdf .  

 

This is an update of Scientist Emeritus activities and accomplishments since the 2006 report was 

released.  Data were collected in May 2010.  Since 2006, the number of Geology Scientists 

Emeriti has remained relatively constant, about 190. 

 

In response to recommendations in the 2006 report, Geology: 

 reinstituted the Bradley Scholar Fund to help fund legacy and new Scientist Emeritus 

work,  

 implemented honorary awards to highlight major contributions of our Scientists Emeriti, 

and  

 developed an external website, http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/. 

 

Appendix 1 contains a complete list of recommendations that were in the 2006 report and 

Geologyôs responses to the recommendations. 

 

Bradley Scholar Program (see http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/bradley/index.shtml for a 

description of the Program and Appendix 2 for a list of funded projects):  Geology provided 

$100,000 in 2007, $100,000 in 2008, $116,000 in 2009, and $100,000 plus almost $29,000 from 

our Working Capital Fund to support publications in 2010 for Bradley Scholars.  Approximately 

60 percent of the funding has gone towards legacy work and 40 percent towards new research.  

Each year, Bradley funds have been leveraged with funding from Science Centers, Programs, 

and other sources.  The quality of proposals has consistently been of such a high caliber that the 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/downloads/Scientist%20Emeritus%20Program%20Review%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/downloads/Scientist%20Emeritus%20Program%20Review%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/bradley/index.shtml
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vast majority of proposals have received funding; the amount of funding each proposal has 

received has been limited by the amount of funding available. 

 

Honorary awards (see Appendix 3 for a list of the recipients):  In 2006, Geology initiated the 

ñDallas Peck Outstanding Scientist Emeritusò award 

(http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/awards/peck.shtml, see photo of plaque in Appendix 6) and 

three Regional Best Publication Awards 

(http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/awards/best_pubs.shtml).  Nominations are submitted by 

Science Center Directors.  A panel of Science Center Directors, Scientists Emeriti, one Program 

Coordinator, and the Scientist Emeritus Coordinator review the nominations.  Awards have been 

given out at Scientist Emeritus receptions in the regions in 2006, 2007, and 2008.  All of the 

nominations have been very strong, but fewer nominations were received in the second and third 

years of the program.  The decision was made to have the competition every 2-3 years instead of 

annually. 

 

Products (http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/pubs.shtml and Appendix 4 for lists of publications 

and abstracts):  Geology Scientists Emeriti remain very productive.  The 2006 report compiled 

Geology Scientist Emeritus publications and abstracts for 2000-2005.  During that period, 

Scientists Emeriti published 411 papers and 131 abstracts.  As of May 2010, the number of 

published papers from 2000-early 2010 increased to 747, and the number of abstracts increased 

to 338. 

 

Non-publication contributions (see Appendix 5):  As in 2006, Geology Scientists Emeriti 

continue to participate in a very broad array of activities that support the USGS, the broader 

scientific community, and society.  The extent and breadth of their contributions is impressive, 

and their dedication is unmatched, some even using their personal funds to support their field 

work. 

 

Recognition:  Geology Scientists Emeriti continue to be recognized in the broader scientific 

community for their many, substantial contributions.  A few recent examples include: 

 

In August 2006, a symposium entitled óThe Paleontology, Geology, and Stratigraphy of 

theWestern Interior Late Cretaceous Seaway; A tribute to the life of W. A. ñBillò Cobbanô was 

sponsored by the Association of Applied Paleontological Sciences, Black Hills Institute of 

Geological Research, Black Hills Museum of Natural History, AmericanMuseum of Natural 

History, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, the Western Interior Paleontological Society 

and the United States Geological Survey to honor Billôs many accomplishments. 

 

In 2007, the Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists and the Canadian 

Geotechnical Society established the Schuster Medal 

(http://www.aegweb.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5046) to honor the contributions of USGS 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/awards/peck.shtml
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/awards/best_pubs.shtml
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/pubs.shtml
http://www.aegweb.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5046
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Scientist Emeritus Robert Schuster and named Bob its first recipient.  The Schuster Medal 

ñrecognizes excellence in geohazards research in North America.ò  

 

In 2007, Andrei Sarna-Wojcicki was a co-recipient of the 2007 Kirk Bryan Award of the 

Quaternary & Geomorphology Division of the Geological Society of America.  In 2008, he was 

elected Fellow of the Geological Society of America and Quaternary International published a 

commemorative volume on Global tephra studies in honor of John Westgateôs and Andreiôs 

many contributions to the field (Quaternary International 178 (2008) 1ï3). 

 

In 2008, C. Blaine Cecil was elected Fellow of the Geological Society of America. 

 

In 2009, Walt Dean was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the International 

Paleolimnology Association, http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/2010/03/31/lifetime-achievement-

awards-announced/.  He was recognized as one of the world's most cited authors in the field of 

geochemistry of both lacustrine and marine sediments deposited from the Permian to modern 

times. From the citation: "Besides his scientific competence and diversity, Walt impresses by his 

openness for new collaborations, his humor, his willingness to share knowledge and experience, 

and his support of young scientists."  In May 2010, Walt was notified that he will receive the 

Society for Sedimentary Geologyôs 2011 Twenhofel Medal.  ñThe Twenhofel Medal is the 

highest award given by the Society in recognition of "Outstanding Contributions to Sedimentary 

Geologyò (http://www.sepm.org/awards/awardcriteria.htm). 

 

The USGS continues to be very fortunate to have a continuing relationship with its retired senior 

scientists. 

http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/2010/03/31/lifetime-achievement-awards-announced/
http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/2010/03/31/lifetime-achievement-awards-announced/
http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/2010/03/31/lifetime-achievement-awards-announced/
http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/2010/03/31/lifetime-achievement-awards-announced/
http://www.sepm.org/awards/awardcriteria.htm
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Appendix 1:  Status of Recommendations from the 2006 report 

 

(1) Implement ñYearly Checklists for Managers,ò a tool 

for local managers to increase communication with their 

SE, keep up-to-date e-mail lists, clarify expectations, 

help determine appropriate funding levels, address 

identified problems, and obtain an Annual Progress 

Review. 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/tcs/

checklist.shtml 

(2) Re-establish and expand the Bradley Scholar 

Program to support the investigation of scienceresearch 

frontiers that have potential importance to the Nation. 

Fund the Bradley Scholar Program through the 

Associate Director for Geologyôs Office.   Encourage 

Program Coordinators to provide additional Bradley 

Scholar Program funds that would be used to support 

priority Program goals. Expand the Bradley Scholar 

Program to include appropriate legacy work with its 

associated publication costs. Evaluate the Bradley 

Scholar Program after the first year and revise, if 

necessary. Encourage local management to establish 

small funds to address non-Bradley Scholar SE needs. 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/bra

dley/index.shtml 

(3) Have the regions play a larger role in the Scientist 

Emeritus Program. Charge Regional offices to work 

with their Regional Property Offices to set up a process 

for obtaining better quality surplused computers for SE. 

Where there is a need across Teams in a region, 

encourage the Regional offices to set up community 

laboratory space and, if appropriate, community office 

space.   

We have worked with Regions on 

awards nominations and presentation 

and had representation on panels for 

Bradley proposals. 

(4) In order to improve documentation of the SE 

program, renew the tracking of volunteer hours. Have 

Teams work with the Regional offices to collect these 

data quarterly. Take these data, along with other SE 

information, and compile an annual report for the 

Associate Director for Geology.  

Tracking of hours continues to be a 

challenge. Results of honorary 

awards and Bradley proposals are 

posted on the Scientist Emeritus 

website, 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/inde

x.shtml 

(5) Remove from the SE Policy Statement the charge for 

an Emeritus Program Advisory Panel. By giving the 

regions a larger role in the SE program, each region can 

design a communication mechanism that best fits the 

needs for their region. 

accomplished. Policies are listed on 

the Scientist Emeritus website, 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/abo

ut/policies/policy.shtml 

(6) Many SE have generated volumes of data and 

research materials that need to be properly archived. 

Teams need to work with their SE to ensure that all 

appropriate materials are properly maintained until such 

Although no funding has directly 

gone to the library to fund a student, 

approximately 60 percent of Bradley 

funds has gone to legacy work, 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/tcs/checklist.shtml
http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/tcs/checklist.shtml
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time as they are archived. The Denver Library currently 

has a very large volume of material that has been 

submitted by GD scientists for inventory and transferal 

to the National Archives. Given the current staffing, and 

with no additions of new research materials, it is 

estimated that it will take ten years to complete this 

archiving process. The committee recommends that 

financial assistance be provided to the library staff to 

hire student help. 

including archiving work. 

(7) Show appreciation and recognition of SE and their 

work. This can be accomplished through: 

Å Creation of a new award for SE ï ñOutstanding 

Scientist Emeritus Award,ò 

Å A yearly reception of SE at each national center 

outlining contributions and highlights of the program, 

Å A SE science session similar to a poster display, 

Å Highlighting SE contributions on USGS Geology 

internet and intranet Web sites, 

Å Generating a fact sheet describing the SE program and 

its benefits, or 

Å Inclusion of a USGS official SE display at National 

level science meetings. 

The Dallas Peck Outstanding 

Scientist Emeritus and Regional Best 

Publication Awards have been 

implemented.  These awards are 

given at regional receptions to honor 

the contributions of Geology 

Scientists Emeriti.  Some of these 

receptions have invited other 

Scientists Emeriti to display posters 

describing their science. 

A website was developed 

highlighting SE work and containing 

resources for SEs 

A fact sheet was generated describing 

the SE program and its benefits, 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2008/3013/. 

(8) Inform Team members and the public about the SE 

program through the public and internal Web pages. The 

committee recommends that the USGS Geology public 

website should include a general description of the 

Program and SE contributions to the USGS mission. 

The USGS Geology intranet website should provide a 

ñquick linkò to the SE Program Web page. The SE 

program internal Web page needs to include key 

information about the program: 

Å Updated Policy Statement 

Å Ethics Requirements 

Å All of the necessary SE forms, such as SE agreement 

form, Yearly Checklists for Managers, Time Log, 

Annual Progress Review form. 

Å Karen Siderelisô e-mail on ñTips for Ensuring Proper 

Records Management During Changeò 

Å Selected highlights such as photographs, quotes, and 

referenced new maps or publications. 

Website was developed, 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/inde

x.shtml 

(9) Update the Policy Statement. The committee has 

provided potential wording.   

The purpose of the SE Program is to utilize the 

Policy statement was amended. 
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expertise, intellect, and creativity of individuals who 

have retired from the USGS to enhance the 

programmatic activities of the Bureau. Open the 

Program to all individuals who have demonstrated 

leadership and a high level of productivity during their 

employment at the USGS and who desire to continue 

working as a volunteer at the USGS.  Individuals can 

apply irrespective of grade, series, or title provided the 

guidelines, as defined above, are met. 

(10) Implement a national database and an advocate 

position for the SE Program to ensure consistency across 

regions. Develop a Web-based SE agreement form that 

will populate part of the national database. Implement 

the Web-based version in the FY07 SE cycle for use by 

all new SE and for other SE that are willing. Over the 

next three years, phase in all SE agreement forms into 

the internet version. Staff the advocate position on a 

rotating basis with a senior SE. Have the advocateôs 

duties include: 

Å Official USGS liaison to the Director, Regional 

Management, and other parties, as needed. 

Å Coordinate and oversee the Bradley Scholar Program. 

Å Coordinate and oversee the SE awards. 

Å Coordinate and oversee the official USGS displays, 

websites, etc. 

Scientists Emeriti are part of the 

USGS Volunteer for Science Program 

and therefore use the on-line, 

multiagency Volunteer Services 

Agreement, OF-301A, that DOI and 

the USGS has adopted.  Various 

attempts, all with limited success, 

have been made since the 2006 report 

to streamline the process for 

collecting data about the 

accomplishments of our SEs. 

A HQ Geology SE coordinator works 

with a Scientist Emeritus and the 

Science Centers to coordinate the SE 

processes. 
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Appendix 2:  Bradley Scholar Program 

(http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/bradley/index.shtml) 

Fiscal Year 2007  

Scientist 

Emeritus 
Team Project 

Legacy (L) 

/ New 

research 

(N)  

John 

Antweiler 

CR-

MRT 

Proposal is to finish work on gold-bearing strata in NW 

Wyoming and adjacent Idaho and Montana 
L 

Larry Beyer 
WR-

ESPT 
Tectonic History of Los Angeles Basin L and N 

Maurice 

Chaffee 

CR-

MRT 

Geochemistry of the Eureka Mining District and Vicinity 

in Nevada 
L 

Jack Epstein 
ER-

ESPT 

Chicken Creek 7.5 minute quadrangle and Argyl 7.5 

minute quadrangle, South Dakota 
L 

James Fassett 
CR-

ERT 

Geochronology and Stratigraphy of the Rocks Adjacent to 

the Cretaceous-Tertiary Boundary in the San Juan Basin, 

NM and CO 

L and N 

Thomas 

Hamilton 

WR-

ASC 

Noatak National Preserve and Arctic National Park 

maps/reports 
L 

Keith Ketner 
CR-

ERT 

Stratigraphy, Structure, and Petrology of Arkosic Rocks in 

NW Nevada 
L 

Keith Ketner   Geologic Map of Gold Creek Gold District, NV L 

Marvin 

Lanphere 

WR-

VHT 
Argon Geochronology of Vesuvius, Italy N 

Peter Lipman 
WR-

VHT 

Supervolcanoes in a NA Andean-type Arc Setting: Mid-

Tertiary Volcanism in the Southern Rocky Mountains 
N 

Ivo Lucchita 
CR-

ESPT 
Maps of Grand Canyon National Park L 

Richard 

Madole 

CR-

ESPT 

Origin and Age of a Complex Array of Surficial Deposits 

and Reconstruction of Recent Prehistory of the San Luis 

Valley 

N 

Fred Peterson 
CR-

ERT 
Late Jurassic Dinosaurian Ecosystems L 

David Piper 
WR-

MRT 
REE in Pelletal Phosphate Deposits from Phanerozoic N 

John Pojeta 
ER-

ESPT 

Early molluscan phylogeny and evolution based fossil 

record 
N 

http://geology.usgs.gov/Emeritus/bradley/index.shtml
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Barney Poole 
CR-

MRT 
3 maps in Sonora, Mexico L 

Barney Poole 
CR-

MRT 
2 maps in NV L 

John Reed 
CR-

ESPT 
Roots of the Rocky Mountains N 

Charles 

Sandberg 

CR-

ERT 

Alamo Impact Studies; Stratigraphic Studies for IUGS 

Subcommission on Devonian Stratigraphy; and 

Contributions to Legacy Studies 

L and N 

Andrei Sarna-

Wojcicki 

WR-

ESPT 
Tephrachronology Database L 

Kevin Scott 
WR-

VHT 

Anatomy of the Mazama Park Eruptive Period at Mt. 

Baker, N. Cascades 
N 

Daniel Shawe 
CR-

MRT 
Slick Rock Uranium-Vanadium District in SW CO L 

Paul Sims 
CR-

MRT 
Continental Scale Shear System L 

David Stewart 
ER-

ESPT 

Ellsworth schist and Castine volcanic of the Ellsworth 

Mascarene Terrain, Coastal Maine: Geochemistry, Pb-U 

Zircon Geochronology, Epsilon Neodymium 

Determinations, and Implications for middle Cambrian 

Paleotectonic Setting 

L 

Roland von 

Huene 

WR-

EHT 

Marine Investigation of Subduction Zones in Support of 

the USGS Tsunami Source Working Group in Menlo Park 
L and N 

Carl 

Wentworth 

WR-

ESPT 
Quaternary Santa Clara Valley N 

Thomas 

Wright 

WR-

VHT 
Kilauea Volcano L 

 

Fiscal Year 2008 Bradley funded projects 

Scientist 

Emeritus 
Team Project 

Legacy (L) 

/ New 

research 

(N)  

John 

Antweiler 

CR-

MRT 

Gold-bearing Cretaceous and younger strata and 

associated Quaternary alluvial deposits in northwestern 

Wyoming and parts of adjacent states 

L 

Larry Beyer 
WR-

ESPT 

(1) Understanding the Cenozoic tectonic history of the Los 

Angeles basin region, and (2) preservation of California 

well samples 

L 

Earl Brabb WR- Completion of Chevron fossil information for California L 
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ESPT 

Bill Cobban 
CR-

ESPT 

Mesozoic Collections Project Proposal  ï Digital Data 

Recovery-The Inoceramids 
L 

Harry Cook 
WR-

ESPT 

Carbonate platform and reef  facies through time 

(Cambrian-Recent) 
L 

Walter Dean 
CR-

ESPT 

Are sediments from the Black Sea, Cariaco Basin, and 

Peru margin analogues for metalliferous black shales? 
L 

James Fassett 
CR-

ERT 

Geochronology and oil and gas potential of Cretaceous-

Tertiary strata, San Juan Basin, New Mexico and Colorado 
L and N 

Thomas 

Hamilton 

WR-

ASC 

Surficial geologic map & descriptive pamphlet of Noatak 

National Preserve 
L 

Keith Howard 
WR-

ESPT 

Incremental pluton assembly over tens of millions of years 

in the Ruby Mountains, Nevada 
L and N 

Keith Ketner 
CR-

ERT 

Coarse-grained arkosic strata in northwestern Nevada:  

petrology, origin, and correlatives 
L 

Ronald 

Kistler 

WR-

ESPT 

Compilation & geologic interpretation of Sr, Pb, 

neodymium, & O isotopic data determined for Mesozoic 

& Precambrian plutons exposed in southern CA 

L 

Mel Kuntz 
CR-

ESPT 

Geologic Map of the basalt lava fields of the eastern Snake 

River Plain, ID 
L 

Marvin 

Lanphere 

WR-

VHT 
Argon Geochronology of Somma-Vesuvis, Italy N 

David 

Lindsey 

CR-

MRT 
Piedmont alluvial deposits in the Santa Cruz River Valley L 

Peter Lipman 
WR-

VHT 

Supervolcanoes in a NA Andean-type Arc Setting: Mid-

Tertiary Volcanism in the Southern Rocky Mountains 
N  

Ivo Lucchita 
CR-

ESPT 
Publication of 4 maps of Grand Canyon geology L 

Richard 

Madole 

CR-

ESPT 

Geomorphic and stratigraphic records of late Quaternary 

climate change in the Great Sand Dunes area, Colorado 
N  

Douglas 

Morton 

WR-

ESPT 

Petrogenesis of the northern Peninsular Ranges Batholith, 

southern California 
L 

Douglas 

Nichols 

CR-

ERT 

Description and illustration of historically and 

scientifically important specimens of fossil pollen 
L 

Fred Peterson 
CR-

ERT 

Late Jurassic Dinosaurian Ecosystems in the Western 

Interior 
L 

Kenneth 

Pierce 

CR-

ESPT 
Quaternary geology of the Jackson Hole area, Wyoming L and N 

David Piper 
WR-

MRT 
REE in Pelletal Phosphate Deposits from Phanerozoic N  

John Pojeta ER- Studies of  early molluscan evolution and radiation using  L and N 
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